
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Advent 2011 - The Story in Six Acts 
Creation - “In the Beginning God created” 

Genesis 1:1; Romans 11:36; Colossians 1:15-17; 1 Corinthians 8:6 
 
Our Story began with God and later we will see how the Story ends with God and yet 
sandwiched between these two bookends, lies creation.  When God chose to create, everything 
changed.  Where once there was no need for grace, grace would immediately exist in the very 
act of creating.  God condescended in the act of creating.  Nothing the lesser does (creation) 
can merit favor from the greater (God).  Yet why did God create? 
 
God’s Story has six acts: God, creation, rejection, redemption, re-creation, and worship.  Why 
would God create a world in which rejection/rebellion would form one of the primary 
themes?  Is this element intentional?  Does it serve a larger purpose than the tragedy it visits 
on those who rebel and the residual consequences of this rebellion?  The only way to answer 
the question is to see the larger frame in which the picture is set. 
 
Creation is everything outside of God.  Thus, creation is everything that is not God.  The Bible 
is clear, God made the heavens and the earth (Gen. 1:1; John 1:1-3; Col. 1:5-17).  There is 
nothing outside of God that He did not create.  The Bible is equally clear how the end of all 
activity is to be “for the sake of His name” (Col. 3:17, 23) which is equivalent to “for the glory 
of God” (1 Cor. 10:31; 1 Pet. 4:11).  God’s intent in creating was to create a stage or context in 
which His power/glory could be displayed, and He would receive worship by the work of His 
hands.  This idea is equally noted in Revelation 4, 5, and 22.  All matter was called into 
existence for the sole purpose of glorifying the unsearchable and unfathomable person of God 
(Isa. 43:7; Rom. 11:36; 16:27; Gal. 1:5; Eph. 3:21; Phil. 4:20; 2 Tim. 4:18; Heb. 13:21; 2 Pet. 3:18). 
 
Matter within creation has several categories.  First, there is a division between animate and 
inanimate objects, things living versus things not living [i.e. a bird versus a rock].  Then there 
is a division between image-bearing elements [i.e. humanity] and non-image bearing elements 
[i.e. birds].  The Bible speaks of humanity as the apex of God’s order within creation (Ps. 8).  To 
mankind is given the right to rule over and steward creation (Gen. 1:26; Ps. 8:6).  And although 
only humanity is directly made in the image of God, all of creation bears His imprint (Rom. 
1:20; Ps. 19:1).   Because of this, creation is a shadow of its Maker.  The shadow [i.e. creation] 
points to God.  That is His design for it.   
 
Because of who God is, He works and speaks.  God works in creation and speaks in revelation.  
Both are means whereby the Story is known.  In God’s initial acts, He created a context for 
those with whom He would have fellowship.  He called all things from nothing (ex nihilo).  He 
wrote the Story in which all elements are present.  Everything outside of God is created.  All of 
creation speaks to His glory (Ps. 19:1) with humanity being the diamond within this 
spectacular setting (Ps. 8).  Although creation speaks of His glory, only humanity is made in 
His image (Gen. 1:26, 27).  Creation, as overwhelming as it is, is only a shadow of the One who 
forms the substance.  The shadow can only point; it can never provide.  The shadow does not 
replace God.  The shadow only compliments. 
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Sin happens when we look to it [creation] rather than to God for the meeting of our designer 
need.  “No created thing could ever be for us what the Creator himself alone can be.” (Tullian 
Tchividjian, Jesus + Nothing = Everything [Crossway, 2011], 70). 
 
One of the aspects of living in the Story is recognizing how everything is from God, sustained 
by God, and for God (Rom. 11:36; 1 Cor. 8:6; Col. 1:15-17).  If this mindset is not embraced, 
then “life becomes an empty bubble on the sea of nothingness.”  All stories have a beginning, 
and our Story must begin with God and must recognize how everything is “from Him, 
through Him, and for Him – to whom be glory forever and ever, Amen.” 
 

“’In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.’ This verse solves the problem of 
the ‘First Cause.’ What was there in the beginning? Where are we, the mankind, coming 
from and where are we going to? This has been an inscrutable question to thoughtful men 
and women in history. In 1977 Alex Haley’s Roots premiered on a network television and 
about 130 million American watched the series. Why would people be interested in a black 
man’s effort to trace his family tree? An answer to this is that every person wants to know 
his roots and have a sense of history or find his place in history.”1   

 

When the Apostle Paul set foot in the Areopagus of Athens, he spoke as follows to those 
assembled there: "As I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I also found an 
altar with this inscription, 'To an unknown God.' What you worship as unknown, I proclaim to 
you. The God who made the world and everything in it, is Lord of heaven and earth..." (Acts 
17:23-24). 
 

Creation cries out for explanation.  Everything in it strains to be heard.  Everyone must 
address its voice.  If I were to stand before you with a basketball in hand you will rightly 
conclude there is both design and intent for its existence.  If such a conclusion is provoked by, 
say a basketball, or soccer ball, or baseball, how much more so for creation itself.  “Antony 
Flew, a British philosophy professor and leading champion of atheism for more than half a 
century, changed his mind and became a deist at the age of 81. In a telephone interview with 
ABC News (12/9/2004), Flew indicated that a ‘super-intelligence is the only good explanation 
for the origin of life and the complexity of nature.’ Nicholas Wade in the New York Times 
(6/13/2000) summarized the current state of the affairs regarding the origin of life as follows: 
‘The chemistry of the first life is a nightmare to explain. No one has yet developed a plausible 
explanation to show how the earliest chemicals of life—thought to be RNA—might have 
constructed themselves from the inorganic chemicals likely to have been around on early 
earth. The spontaneous assembly of a small RNA molecule on the primitive earth 'would have 
been a near miracle' two experts on the subject helpfully declared last year.’”2  
 
Only what the Bible identifies as a “fool” (Psalm 14:1) can silence this voice and live a 
delusional existence.  It is not my desire to “defend” the clarity of the biblical text.  Some 
would doubt there is any God behind matter and others would suggest God started a process 
allowing natural evolution to spawn what now exists.  I will work from the premise that what 
the text says is clear, “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”  To remove 
God as Creator and the One from whom and for whom all things exist, denigrates the dignity 
of the Creator and that which He created. 
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The second act of the Story is creation.  Creation exists for a very definable and distinct reason.  
Adam and Eve were to glorify God by acknowledging how everything came from Him, is 
sustained by Him, and is for Him.  We will see their rebellion against this design, but for now 
we will simply consider creation as a whole.  This is the biblical Story from which all stories 
come, and in the absence of knowing this Story, no story makes sense. 
 
It is difficult for us to wrap our minds around God’s intent or motive in creating, yet all 
creation exists for His glory.  Creation reflects God, and through the reflection He receives the 
honor and worship worthy of His being.  Creation is not about us or for us.  Creation is about 
God and for God. 
 
There are three unchanging truths concerning creation forming the context for the unfolding of 
the Story. 
 
First, everything outside of God comes from God. 
 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen (Rom. 11:36). 

 
“God is the absolute origin of all that exists — all matter, all energy, and all organization. God 
as the origin of everything is also used to explain the notion of God’s absolute mastery over all 
of existence. Because everything was created by God, then God has authority over it all.”3   

There is nothing over which God does not rule.  When King David collected the offering made 
by the people for the building of the Temple, his heart overflowed with gratitude.  Here is the 
prayer he offered. 
 

11 Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the victory and the majesty, indeed 
everything that is in the heavens and the earth; Yours is the dominion, O LORD, and You exalt Yourself 
as head over all. 12 Both riches and honor come from You, and You rule over all, and in Your hand is 
power and might; and it lies in Your hand to make great and to strengthen everyone. 13 Now therefore, 
our God, we thank You, and praise Your glorious name. 14 But who am I and who are my people that we 
should be able to offer as generously as this? For all things come from You, and from Your hand we have 
given You. (1 Chron. 29:11-14) 

 
I hesitate to add anything to the beauty and majesty of this text.  Anything we might say will 
only diminish the weight of this text.  Friend, this is the language of the New Testament (Matt. 
6:13; 1 Tim. 1:17; Rev. 5:13).   
 

6 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host. 7 He 
gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. 8 Let all the earth 
fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. 9 For He spoke, and it was done; 
He commanded, and it stood fast. (Ps. 33:6-9) 

 
We can deny the text of all weight, authority and veracity, but let us at least acknowledge this 
is what the text says.  God spoke and it was so (Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14, 20, 24, 26).  Remember, 
creation is the working of His will.  What God desires He does.  There is no gap between His 
will and the fulfillment of His will.  Listen to the clarity of the following passages. 
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For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 
11:36) 

 
5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and 
many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him. (1 Cor. 8:5, 6) 

 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. (Col. 1:15-17) 

 
in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of all things, through whom also 

He made the world. (Heb. 1:2) 

 
“The Son as Heir is also the Intermediate Agent (dia) in the work of creation as we have it in 
Colossians 1:16 and John 1:3.”4  The word “through” is the preposition dia.  The word “made” 
is poieo and is a “doing” verb.  God made the world through the agency of Jesus Christ.  Jesus 
Christ made the world; Jesus Christ owns the world.  It is His to do with as He wills.  God is 
identified as the Maker of all the earth and is thus the Creator of all the earth. 
 

Come, let us worship and bow down, Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker. (Ps. 95:6) 
 
May you be blessed of the LORD, Maker of heaven and earth. (Ps. 115:15) 
 
The rich and the poor have a common bond, The LORD is the maker of them all. (Prov. 22:2) 
 
Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, and the one who formed you from the womb, "I, the LORD, am 

the maker of all things, Stretching out the heavens by Myself And spreading out the earth all alone. 
(Isa. 44:24) 
 
That you have forgotten the LORD your Maker, Who stretched out the heavens And laid the 
foundations of the earth, That you fear continually all day long because of the fury of the oppressor, As 
he makes ready to destroy? But where is the fury of the oppressor? (Isa. 51:13) 
 
"For your husband is your Maker, Whose name is the LORD of hosts; And your Redeemer is the Holy 
One of Israel, Who is called the God of all the earth. (Isa. 54:5) 

 
Do you not know? Have you not heard? The Everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the 

earth Does not become weary or tired. His understanding is inscrutable. (Isa. 40:28) 
 
For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. (Rom. 1:25) 
 
Therefore, those also who suffer according to the will of God shall entrust their souls to a faithful Creator 
in doing what is right. (1 Pet. 4:19) 

 
Friends, let us not attempt to outsmart God.  Let us right now openly acknowledge all we see 
and all we do not see as coming from God. 
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Second, everything outside of God is sustained by God. 
 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 
11:36) 
 
5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and 
many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him. (1 Cor. 8:5, 6) 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. (Col. 1:15-17) 

 

Let us allow others to comment on this incredible thought. 
 

“Christ is the controlling and unifying force in nature.”5    “The meaning is, that they are kept 
in the present state; their existence, order, and arrangement are continued by his power. If 
unsupported by him, they would fall into disorder, or sink back to nothing. If this be the 
proper interpretation, then it is the ascription to Christ of infinite power--for nothing less 
could be sufficient to uphold the universe; and of infinite wisdom--for this is needed to 
preserve the harmonious action of the suns and systems of which it is composed. None could 
do this but one who is Divine; and hence we see the reason why he is represented as the image 
of the invisible God. He is the great and glorious and ever-active Agent by whom the 
perfections of God are made known.”6   
 

“God is not only the creator of all that exists, but also the sustainer of all that exists. What this 
means is that, from moment to moment, all that exists only does so because God wills it to 
exist. Should God stop willing the existence of anything or everything, then that existence 
would instantly end.”7  
 

Right now these moments, our moments, are being sustained by God.  He is holding in order 
this moment and the ones following. 
 

Third, everything outside of God is for God. 
 

God has intent or design for what He creates.  There is a reason behind all of this. 
 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 
11:36) 
 
5 For even if there are so-called gods whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are many gods and 
many lords, 6 yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we exist for Him; 
and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom are all things, and we exist through Him. (1 Cor. 8:5, 6) 
 
15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created, 
both in the heavens and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or 
authorities--all things have been created through Him and for Him. 17 He is before all things, and in 
Him all things hold together. (Col. 1:15-17) 
 
The LORD has made everything for its own purpose, Even the wicked for the day of evil. (Prov. 16:4) 
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Consider this “formula” as found throughout the NT. 
 

For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 
11:36) 
 
to the only wise God, through Jesus Christ, be the glory forever. Amen. (Rom. 16:27) 
 
to whom be the glory forevermore. Amen. (Gal. 1:5) 
 
to Him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations forever and ever. Amen. (Eph. 
3:21) 
 
Now to our God and Father be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Phil. 4:20) 
 
The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed, and will bring me safely to His heavenly kingdom; to Him 

be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (2 Tim. 4:18) 
 
equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen. (Heb. 13:21) 
 
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both 
now and to the day of eternity. Amen. (2 Pet. 3:18) 
 
and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father--to Him be the glory and the 

dominion forever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:6) 
 
12 saying with a loud voice, "Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power and riches and wisdom 
and might and honor and glory and blessing." 13 And every created thing which is in heaven and on the 
earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all things in them, I heard saying, "To Him who sits on the 
throne, and to the Lamb, be blessing and honor and glory and dominion forever and ever." 14 And the 
four living creatures kept saying, "Amen." And the elders fell down and worshiped. (Rev. 5:12-14) 

 
The end of all “things” sits with God.  Everything is pushing toward this one climatic moment 
when He will receive all the glory from His creation.  Yet what is meant by the idea of “glory?” 
 

“The Old Testament word for ‘glory’ comes from the Hebrew word for weight, or 
heaviness. The idea behind it suggests substance and importance. For example, when 
Joseph finally revealed himself to his brothers in Egypt, he instructed them, ‘So you 
shall tell my father of all my glory in Egypt, and of all that you have seen; and you shall 
hurry and bring my father down here.’ In other words, he wanted his greatness, his 
privileged position and exalted status and power, to be reported to Jacob. 
 
In the New Testament, the word ‘glory’ conveys the same idea. A man’s glory is his 
good reputation. It is that about him which is praiseworthy. Jesus uses the word this 
way in Matthew 6:2, ‘Therefore, when you do a charitable deed, do not sound a trumpet 
before you as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have 
glory from men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward.’ These people made a 
production of their giving so that the greatness of their generosity would be observed 
by many people. 
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John Calvin was correct when he said that creation is the theater of God’s glory. 
Because this is true, we exist for the glory of God. And just as the inanimate creation has 
been called to glorify God, so have we. The inanimate creation and the lower animate 
creatures bring glory to God simply by being what God created them to be. As Psalm 
19:1 teaches, by virtue of their mere existence the heavens declare the glory of God.”8  

 
What does this “glory” mean?  Please let us not make murky what is clear.  Giving God glory 
simply means affirming all of life, your circumstances, your situations, your station, your 
existence in all of its mystery and complexity, in all of its joy and suffering, all of it, its 
breath robbing delight and despairing loss of all hope is from God, sustained by God, and 
for God.  Such affirmations in the midst of life give Him glory.  Giving Him glory, 
worshipping Him, serving Him is the simple affirmation that everything is from Him, 
sustained by Him, and for Him.  Can you do this?  I believe so.  No act apart from this carries 
any more weight than a billion other acts, and all acts from this give Him glory. 
 
The evidence is overwhelming and convincing to the unbiased mind.  Even in this fallen world, 
we still see the grandeur and beauty of God’s world--the grandiose Grand Canyon, the mighty 

Pacific Ocean, the clear blue sky, and the endless fields. The Scripture speaks to this idea in 
multiple ways.  Consider the following. 
 

Whether, then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.   

 
The larger context of this text speaks to the Lord’s Table and doubtful matters falling outside 
of the Bible’s direct address.  In such matter, regardless as to what they are, do them to the 
glory of God. 

 
Whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to 
God the Father. (Col. 3:17) 

 
This text is found in our household paragraph.  Your moments in “family” are all from Him, 
through Him, and for Him. 
 

Whoever speaks, is to do so as one who is speaking the utterances of God; whoever serves is to do so as 
one who is serving by the strength which God supplies; so that in all things God may be glorified 

through Jesus Christ, to whom belongs the glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. (1 Pet. 4:11) 

 
God put in play all of this so that we would affirm Him in everything.  This is what it means to 
glorify God.  No matter what your situation and your station in life, if you can acknowledge it 
as coming from God, through God, and for God, you are living for His glory and living in 
Story. 
 
What is of interest is to see how our salvation contains the Story; our justification comes from 
God; our sanctification is sustained by God; and our glorification is for God.  Friend, will 
you not, right now, affirm everything in your life as coming from God, sustained by God, and 
ultimately for God? 
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In the absence of such affirmation, we are “fools.” 
The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; 
There is no one who does good.  (Ps. 14:1; See also Psalm 53:1) 

 

Do you know God?  Do you recognize everything in your life is from Him, sustained by Him, 
and for Him? Today, give God the glory! 
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